THE TRUTH-INTOXICATED" YOUTH
would be marred, if he would take up the missionary woric
instead of going in for the final medical examination at
hand. Vijaykrishna took 'no thought for the morrow' and
counting on the benign dispensation of Providence,
embarked on a new career. He successfully passed the
necessary examination and went through the preliminary
training with credit.  In 1864, he was appointed a
missionary and soon after, sent to the village 'of
Baganchara in Jessore.  His missionary work was very
satisfactory. It was the labour of his love. He initiated
twenty-three families into Brahmoism in course of nine
days and worked hard for the welfare of the village.
Then he went to Pabna, Kumarkhali, and other places
and returned to Calcutta.
As the critic of tradition Vijaykrishna saw that most
men are slow to realize that the love of truth is an important
element in the love of God. Samuel Butler said that
"the philosopher must be one who has left all, even Christ
Himself for Christ's sake." The phrase "giving up Christ
Himself for Christ's sake" means giving up Christ in
name and form, if necessary, for the better appropriation
and inspiration of His spirit through truth. The glittering
apex of the orthodox Hindu society supported by the
principle of caste, was rickety in the extreme. And the
great Samajists were sworn enemies of caste ; yet
Rammohun died at Bristol with the sacrificial thread on
his person, and Devendranath also did not abjure
the sacrificial thread, till he read Brahma Dharmer
Anusthan, the pamphlet of the Sangat So long the
daily prayer in the prayer-hall had been in charge of
the Brahmins. It was his love for Keshav that induced
the venerable patriarch of the Samaj to install him as
minister, although Keshav was Vaidya by caste. It was
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